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IN THIS ISSUE 

 When a year closes out and the hustle and bustle of the holidays have 
passed, we often have just enough time to think about the New Year as a 
new beginning. It's wonderful to re-evaluate what's most important in our 
lives and to determine what deserves more of our attention. As we gear up 
for 2015, may I suggest we make ourselves a list of a few good books to 
read this year.  

 There are many ways to expand and educate the mind. Evening classes, 
travel, conversation, and reading are just a few. I'm convinced that 
reading should be a part of everyone's daily routine. Jesus encourages us 
to read things that extend our capacity for useful service. He said the mind 
is like a treasure chest. A good person out of the good treasure of his 
heart [mind] brings out good things ... an evil person, evil things  

(Matthew 12:35; Luke 6:45). 

 Reading keeps us informed of the world in which we live. An aeronautical 
engineer who fails to read the current literature on the subject, is behind. 
The same is true of the biochemist, physicist, and anyone in a fast-
changing, specialized field. Several years ago, the book review section of 
the New York Times estimated that 17 percent of Americans read books 
regularly and that 55 percent of people in England read books regularly. 
Even if these figures are incorrect, most of us will admit to reading too 
little and looking for pre-digested material. 

 The Apostle Paul was well-read in many fields. Some of it was due to his 
scholastic training in the school of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). In 2 Timothy 4, 
Paul tells his young friend, Timothy, to do his best to come to him quickly. 
Then he says, When you come, bring the cloak I left with Carpus at Troas, 
also the books, and above all the parchments. His request to bring the 
books could be to reference material and other important reading matter 
aside from the Scriptures. Years ago, A. C. Dixon preached a sermon on 
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The Ethics of Novel Reading. His 
text was 2 Timothy 4:9-13, and 
one of his first points was that 
Paul read many different kinds of 
books. In his sermon at Athens in 
Acts 17:28, Paul quoted from 
Aratus, a classic poet of 270 BC. 
Aratus was a writer, court 
physician, and astronomer. The 
poem from which Paul quoted was 
Phenomena. The Romans were so 
impressed with the poem, Cicero 
translated it into Latin. Paul also 
quoted from a Greek seer and 
philosopher-poet in Titus 1:12, 
when he wrote, Cretans are 
always liars, vicious brutes, lazy 
gluttons. The philosopher was 
Epimenides, 600 BC, a Greek 
prophet and political commentator 
of his day. And Paul quoted the 
Greek dramatist, Menander, in 1 
Corinthians 15:33, Bad company 
ruins good morals. Menander 
wrote this in 342 BC, and some of 
his writings can still be seen 
today. Paul probably quoted from 
sages and writers of all eras to 
keep his preaching relevant and 
interesting. 

 Warren Hultgren tells a story 
about a pastor he knew in college. 
The pastor hosted a noon Bible 
study class on campus. He tried to 
convince the members of the class 
that we need only to let God fill 
our mouth and mind. This pastor 
believed reading and listening to 
other people interfered with the 
working of the Holy Spirit. He was 
consistent; he gave away all his 
books except a concordance and 
his Bibles. This implied that God 
never said anything worthwhile or 
fresh to others, that the pastor 
understood the Bible well enough 
to get all there was in it, and that 
even education itself with the 
study of language, history, and 
structure are not helpful or useful. 
He didn't understand that the 
person who never quotes is 
seldom quoted. 

 There is a transforming power in 
good books. William Wilberforce 
read Rise and Progress of Religion 
in the Soul. He became a 
committed Christian and made the 
first significant efforts for the 
abolition of slavery in England. 
Walter Scott claims he was kept 
from suicide by reading the hymns 
of Isaac Watts. Among Watts six 
hundred hymns are When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross and O 
God, Our Help in Ages Past. The 
spark of international missions 
was kindled in William Carey when 
reading Voyages by Captain Cook. 

God used Carey to translate the 
Bible into the language of 200 
million people. 

 Dwight Eisenhower was a high 
school student in Abilene, Kansas. 
He wondered what he would do 
when he graduated. He visited J. 
H. Howe, who edited the local 
paper. Howe asked him to read a 
book and write a brief review. The 
book highlighted the life of 
Hannibal the Great and his 
amazing military career. It was 
the turning point that led 
Eisenhower to West Point, to 
supreme commander of the Allied 
Forces in World War II, and to the 
presidency of the United States. 

 Joseph Henry was a watchmaker 
in Albany, New York. He wanted 
to become an actor. A person who 
roomed in his mother's home left 
a book with the complicated title, 
Lectures on Exper imenta l 
Philosophy, Astronomy, and 
Chemistry. To Joseph a new world 
opened. He taught at Princeton 
University, explored electro-
magnetism, sun spots, weather 
reporting, and scores of other 
scientific innovations. He was a 
devout Christian and the first 
curator of the Smithsonian 
Institute. 

 Rudyard Kipling went to 
Bombay, India, at seventeen. He 
worked at newspaper reporting. 
One hot evening he read a book 
with the unusual title, All in a 
Garden Fair. It was about a 
person who overcame obstacles to 
become a writer. At twenty-four, 
he returned to England, lived over 
a sausage shop, and began 
writing things the world still loves 
to read. 

 This year, as you re-evaluate 
what's most important in your life 
and determine what deserves 
more of your attention, consider 
setting aside more of your 
personal time for reading. And 
next time you're in the library, 
check out a book that falls outside 
your customary tastes. It might 
spark an idea you would not have 
stumbled upon otherwise. 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

Cliff Houston 
Interim Pastor, FBCR 

During the month of January, 
we will collect your gifts for 
the special offering designated 
to the Retired Ministers and 
Missionaries Offering (RMMO).  
RMMO offering is collected to 
allow our expression of 
thankfulness to become 
intentional. It is one tangible 
way our American Baptist 
family demonstrates its 
profound appreciation for the 
commitment, service, and 
spiritual guidance of retired 
ministers, missionaries, and 
their widowed spouses each 
year. This season’s new theme 
is Inspiration + Community 
a nd  wa s  c r e a t ed  t o 
acknowledge those who have 
served in ministry, have 
inspired our faith walk, and 
helped to foster a strong sense 
of Christian community. 
 

The offering supports those 
who have devoted their lives 
to God’s service by providing 
emergency assistance in times 
of need and a thank you check 
at the end of each year. We 
hope that RMMO will continue 
to serve as a rich tradition for 
all of the American Baptist 
congregations and that it 
would be an inspiration for so 
many who have served with 
gladness. 
 

Thank you for your support. 

Retired Ministers 

and Missionaries 
Offering 2015 

INSPIRATION  

 

COMMUNITY 

Missions Report 

AROUND the  

WORLD 
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Happenings with the Youth  

OUR COMMUNITY 
Reaching out to others 

This year our Giving Tree was dedicated to a new 

program at Cameron Community Ministries called 

“Heating up the Kitchen.”  Our Outreach Team felt 

that we may be able to serve both children and 

adults over many years by helping CCM restock and 

upgrade some desperately needed items for the 

kitchens at CCM that serves the community around 

the Lyell Street and Otis Avenue area. 

Did you know that: 

1. Cameron serves a free hot meal to the public six 

days a week, Monday-Saturday.  

2. In 2013, its Hot Lunch program served over 

63,000 meals to the community.  

3. The meals are filling and nutritious, with fresh 

fruit, vegetables, and dessert items.  

4. The Cameron Kids Cafe served over 5,800 

meals to neighborhood children. 

5. Sunday celebration meals are open to the 

community and are provided by sponsoring 

churches.  They include a brief worship service 

along with a full meal which is planned, 

prepared, and served by the hosting church at 

CCM facilities. 

We placed small shakers on the tree for members 

to take.  CCM supplied lists from their Bed, Bath, 

and Beyond or Target registries.  If you wish to still 

contribute to this Giving Tree program, through the 

end of the year, please either take a shaker or 

submit your check to purchase a spice for the 

kitchen with any leftover money to be pooled 

together for some of the larger items needed.  We 

dedicated all the gifts which were already given and 

those yet to be received on December 21 during 

fellowship time. Delivery to CCM will take place in 

early in January.  Thank you for giving! 

Caption for photo here 

News from our Youth 

Youth Giving 

During Advent! 

     At the end of 

November, nine youth 

and three leaders, 

rang bells at Eastview 

Mall. They sang, 

danced, opened doors for shoppers, and of 

course, thanked those who donated.  It was a 

fun couple of hours of giving back to our 

neighbors. We especially appreciate the support 

of the members of the congregation who stopped 

by to say hello and to donate to the ministry of the 

Salvation Army of the Greater Rochester Area. 

    In December, twelve of our youth assisted in 

various ways with the Children’s Christmas 

Pageant.  We were proud of how they accepted 

their various tasks, helped when asked, guided the 

children, memorized their lines, and lent their 

voices for singing assistance to all who came to 

support the evening’s story, Jesus, Light of the 

World.  We have a wonderful group of youth who 

have great hearts for service and  love of our Lord.  

Thank you to each one of them who gave their time 

and energy to our children, church, and community.   

FRESH VIEWS 

Items begin to arrive for Cameron Community Ministries  Giving 
Tree Program, “Heating Up the Kitchen,”  including a microwave 

and a large shelving unit pooled from your contributions. 

FBCR Youth Bell Ringing 
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NEW LOOK 
 

We are trying a new look and format for our newsletter.  Still in 

the trial stages, it will evolve as needed with your 

ideas, our contributors’ submissions, and the 

needs of the church.  We hope you will be patient 

as we work through some of the growing pains 

that may arise.   

The newsletter will be available in various formats. 

We will send it electronically through our 

established email service, we will print and place 

copies on the Vitality Table at the church for you 

to retrieve, and we will post it on our website for 

download.  For those who wish to receive a mailed, paper copy, 

we will work on the best way to accomplish this. 

We do request that if we do not already have your email 

address on file that you send it to us and keep us up-to-date if 

any changes should occur.  You may also  request email copies 

to be sent to multiple addresses, if you wish. Please send your 

request to fbcrEmessenger@gmail.com.   

Again, thank you for your patience as we strive to provide you 

with information on the mission and ministry of the church as 

well as providing thought-provoking ideas. 

The Season of Epiphany:  

What will you  
bring to Christ? 

 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
with exceedingly great joy. And when 
they had come into the house, they 

saw the young Child with Mary His 
mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had 
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.                         Matthew 2:10-11 NKJV 
 

As we move from Christmas into the New Year, we enter 

the Season of Epiphany.  This is the time which is 

attributed to the magi seeking and finding the Christ 

child.  These seekers, from a different faith, follow a star 

which leads them to a child.  Upon seeing him, they 

worship him and generously shower him with the gifts 

they have brought. 

What gifts or blessings do you share with Christ?  Do you 

give him your praise and honor in worship, in your 

personal devotion, or throughout your day?  Do you 

share your gifts of time or of wealth?  Do you share your 

God-given talent to further his ministry?  Now that our 

Anointed Savior is born, what will you bring to him?  Will 

you bring your whole self to him?  Will you lay down 

your life for him as he has done for you?  Will you serve 

as you are called to serve?  

During Epiphany, consider what you might give as your 

gift to Christ, then give it with all your heart. 

  GOINGS ON 
OCCURRENCES OF INTEREST 

What We Need From You! 

 A Reflection 

LIVING   WORD IN 
THE 

Stained-glass composition by J. Le 

Saturday, January 3 
Removing the Greens 10 AM 
 
Sunday, January 4 
Worship 10 AM 
Fellowship 11 AM 
Youth Group 11:30 AM 
 
Wednesday, January 7 
Mission Meeting 5:00 PM 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:45 PM 
Study 6:15 PM—Music & Meaning Carols of 
the Season.  Led by Ed Schweibacher 
Choir 7:15 PM 
 
Thursday, January 8 
Rochester Psychiatric Center Dinner  
& Vespers 4:00 PM 
 
Sunday, January 11 
Worship 10 AM 
Fellowship 11 AM 
Second Hour:  11:30 AM—Youth Group & 
Forum: Elizabeth Henderson-Food Justice  
Christian Education Meeting 12:15 PM 
 
Monday, January 12 
Library Meeting 9:30 AM 
Trustees Meeting 6:30 PM 
 
Wednesday, January 14 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:45 PM 
Study 6:15 PM: JONAH- *uses outrageous 

excuse of a prophet to show the people of 
Judah just how foolish they looked with their 
insistence on isolationism and exclusion 
asking the question, "If God loves the 
outsider, shouldn't we?" Led by Pat Hanley 

Choir 7:15 PM 
 
Thursday, January 15 
Eldergarten 12:00 Noon  
Dream Weavers, by guest presenter Suzanne 
Feather of MVP.  Soup and dessert for $1, 
bring a sandwich. 
 
Sunday, January 18 
Worship 10 AM 
Fellowship 11 AM 
Second Hour: 11:30 AM—Youth Group and 
Forum: A Fireside Chat with the Council  
 
Monday, January 19 
Council Meeting 6:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, January 21 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:45 PM 
Study 6:15 PM: JONAH* Led by Pat Hanley 
Choir 7:15 PM 
 
Sunday, January 25 
Worship 10 AM 
Annual Meeting of the First Baptist Church 
and Society following worship at 11 AM. 
 
Thursday, January 27 
FBC Book Club 11:30 AM 
Discussion over lunch, bring a sandwich. 
Reader’s Choice with a brief synopsis 
 
Wednesday, January 28 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:45 PM 
Study 6:15 PM: JONAH* Led by Pat Hanley 
Choir 7:15 PM 
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