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Pentecost 
‘(Jesus said to his disciples,) “It is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; 

but if I depart, I will send him unto you.”’ John 16.7 (King James 
Version) 

 

The Comforter 
In the ‘Authorized’ or King James Version of the Bible, the Holy 

Spirit of God is referred to as ‘the Comforter’, which sounds very 
comfortable and cozy. But words change their meanings through 
the centuries. In Greek, the language the New Testament is written 

in, the word Jesus used is ‘Paraclete’. It means someone called to 
your side to help you, the way you would call a defense attorney if 

you were ever accused of criminal conduct, which is why most 
modern translations describe the Holy Spirit as our ‘Advocate’. In 
the Latin translations of the Bible, the word ‘Comforter’ was 

connected with a ‘fort’ – meaning a strong castle – or the verb ‘to 
fortify’. So the Holy Spirit is called to our side to give us strength 

to cope with life’s challenges. All this is miles away from the 
present day idea of a Comforter, who lets us snuggle down and 

relax. 

PASTOR’S COMMENTARY 
Hello Everyone!  
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Helper 
So what does the helper-Spirit of God strengthen us to do? 

The Holy Spirit enables us to speak up, stand up, stand fast, 
and stay loving. 

Let’s take these four truths separately. 
A lack of courage can keep us from speaking up for what is 

right, and from speaking out against oppression and injustice. 
It takes gumption to voice unpopular views, knowing that some 
people will disagree with us, and may even show their 
disagreement by making trouble for us. Yet, if we stop for a 
moment and ask God to help us lean into God’s Spirit, we will 
no longer feel alone, and we will sense God strengthening us to 
speak up when it is necessary.  

Closely related to this is the courage that the Spirit gives us 
to stand up and be counted. When people are making snide 
remarks about a neighbor or a public figure, it’s easy to say 
nothing. But the Christian thing to do is to say firmly, ‘We don’t 
know that what you say is true, and even if it is, we don’t know 
what tempted the person to do those things, and what events 
in their past predisposed them to behave in this way. Surely it 
would be more helpful to encourage them to do better.’ And 
when people speak dismissively about religion, we can ask the 
Spirit for strength to speak up for God, saying that we feel that 
belief in God is more probably true than non-belief. Sometimes 
this may involve us in public speaking, in a debate or by giving 
a talk about how we have felt God’s help in the tough times of 
life, and how we wish everyone could experience God’s 
presence in a similar way. You may think you could never do 
this, but when you pray and try it, you may be surprised at 
how easy it is for you to share your love for God with others. 

Then we must stand fast. It’s easy to become discouraged, 
give up the struggle, and give in to the temptation to stop 
praying, and stop going to church, because we think life will be 
easier that way. It really won’t be easier – in fact, without the 
Holy Spirit’s help, life can be disappointing and dull.  

Finally we must stay loving. We can easily lose our temper 
and shout at people, but that only makes things worse. It’s 
hard to like some people, that’s true, but that doesn’t change 
our duty to care for them and to do things to help them. We 
can do this, if we ask God’s Spirit to fortify us. 

 
Discomfort 
All this sounds plainly uncomfortable. But nobody ever said 

that being a Christian is easy. Yet with God’s help, you will be 
able to look back on time well spent, talents well used, and life 
lovingly lived. You don’t have to do it on your own; call the 
Spirit to your side, and God will give you the strength you need 
to live faithfully. God never promised you an easy life; but you 
will find peace and satisfaction if you speak up, stand up, stand 
fast, and stay loving. So perhaps we should think of a new 
name for the Holy Ghost, ‘the Comforter’. How about, ‘The Holy 
Spirit, the Dis-comforter and Helper’? 

 
Pastor Cliff Houston  
 adapted from Michael Counsell, Preacher's Companion  
(Norwich: Canterbury Press, 2014).  

 

 

REMINGTON-HUBBELL 
CIRCLE IS SPONSORING 

 

BLANKET SUNDAY  
ON  

MOTHER’S DAY  
MAY 10TH. 

 
Blankets help families 
around the world recover 
from disasters and 
displacement.  
 
CWS Blankets helped people 
who were impacted by 
Hurricane Sandy in 2012 in 
New York, New Jersey, West 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania.  
When heavy rains brought 
deadly flooding to Colorado 
in 2013, thousands of 
families were evacuated, 
their homes damaged or 
destroyed, their roads and 
bridges torn up. CWS sent 
blankets and other 
emergency supplies to 
several Colorado 
communities to help 
survivors.  
 
CWS Blanket Sunday is 
about blankets and so much 
more!  
 
Envelopes for your gifts will 
be available in the pews on 
Mother’s Day. Thanks for 
your continued support to 
Remington-Hubbell Circle’s 
mission outreach. Last year 
First Baptist raised $1,144.00! 
 

Thank you,  
Flora Holt 

CWS BLANKET SUNDAY 
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CROP WALK 
 

Rochester  
South West 

Crop Walk 
Sunday, May 3 

Starting at 1:30 PM 
 

 

We will be walking through the 19th Ward 
neighborhood, including beautiful Genesee 
Park Blvd. Please contact me if you would like to 

join our walk. 
 

Last year, Rochester South West walkers raised 
over $10,000.00 for SWEM and for Church World 

Service. 
Thank you, 
Chris Oaks 

 
 

 
 

Brighton Food Depot 
For the month of May, the Food Depot will be 

collecting food to begin to restock over the summer 

for the fall programs.  With this mind we will collect: 

Canned Fruits and Vegetables 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

OTTO GREENE DAY 
MAY 30 - 9 AM—NOON 
Bring gloves, rake, or other tools 

to tackle our Memorial Garden 

clean-up. 

JAZZ ‘N JEANS 
MAY 17 

COMBO AND COFFEE  
9:30 AM 

WORSHIP 10:00 AM  
 

SECTION LEADERS 
CONCERT 

MAY 6 - 6:15 PM 
With a light appetizer reception 

before the event at 5:45 PM 

OUR COMMUNITY 
Reaching out to others 

 

 PERSONNEL NEWS 

First Baptist Church of Rochester has posted the 
Youth Leader Intern position for interested and 
qualified applicants. (See the board in the hall 
outside of the Library for posting).    

 

First Baptist Church of Rochester has posted our 
Adult Education Coordinator position available in 
late August on the board outside of the Library.   

If you or someone you know would be interested in 
filling either position, please check the job 
description for the qualifications we are seeking 
or contact Gene Tiesler, Personnel.   

Journey with us in May at these special events 

Youth Leader Intern 

Adult Education Coordinator 

The Brighton Coalition of Churches Habitat for 

Humanity build is complete for 2015.  We are 
waiting for details about the dedication of the 

duplex which was built in conjunction with 
Penfield Coalition of Churches.  Watch for 
more details as they become available. 

http://www.fbcrochester.net/cameron.html
http://www.fbcrochester.net/bfd.html


 

4 

PASTORAL SEARCH 
 

By the time you receive the electronic version of this 
newsletter and just before you receive a paper copy, the 
Church Council will have made a decision on the names of 
who will serve on the Pastoral Search Team.  The Council 
went through a process of discernment and discussion over 
several months on how to gather candidates, how to 
determine candidates’ abilities and commitment levels, and 
ultimately, which candidates would make the best team to 
represent the church. This decision were made on April 30th.  

This decision process was not taken lightly. The Council 
developed of list of Characteristics for a Pastoral Search 
Team Member which helped define the qualities they were 
seeking, as well as, a Candidate Questionnaire. The 
questionnaire, supplied to the interested candidates, 
helped gauge their motivations, their commitment levels, 
their ability to maintain confidentiality, their willingness to 
work well with other team members, and their openness to 
any and all potential pastors.   

On May 17, immediately following worship, there will be a 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING, as required in our By-laws, 
for a vote by the congregation on the proposed slate of 
Pastor Search Team Members.   

Where Is the Holy Spirit? 
 

 
"And the believers were filled with 

joy and with the Holy Spirit.”   

 Acts 13:52 (NLT) 

 

 

 

 At a Christian school the teacher taught her class 

to repeat the Apostles’ Creed clause by clause, with each 

student having one clause to memorize. They would begin 

class each day with a group “recitation the Apostles’ Creed.” 

One morning the recitation began with the first child 

who said, “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth.” The second child said, “I believe in 

Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord.” Then there was 

silence. As the teacher looked up to see what had 

happened, one of the students said, “Teacher, the guy 

who believes in the Holy Spirit isn’t here today.” 

Churches are filled today with people who are living 

as if Pentecost had never happened. Many of us are living 

our Christian lives as if we did not even know the Holy 

Spirit existed. We are grieving the Spirit. We are 

quenching the Spirit. We are neglecting the Spirit. There is 

a missing ingredient in our lives. Neglecting the Spirit will 

lead to wandering and weakness, because the Holy Spirit 

was given to enlighten and empower us. 

The question of ultimate importance for every person 

is, “Are you filled with the Holy Spirit?” If not, there is a 

missing ingredient in your life. It is the Holy Spirit who 

inspires us to be wise, courageous, and loving. 

  

 

GOINGS ON 
OCCURRENCES OF INTEREST 

Characteristics and Questionnaire 

  A Reflection 

LIVING    WORD 
IN 

THE 

Sunday, May 3 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
Second Hour:  
Forum: Fireside Chat with Council 
Youth: Cyber-bulling: A Special Lesson 
 

Tuesday, May 5 
Remington Hubbell Circle 
Lunch & Meeting:  11:30 AM 
 

Wednesday, May 6 
Mission Meeting 5:00 PM 
Concert Appetizers & Punch 5:45 PM 
Section Leader Concert 6:15 PM 
Choir 7:15 PM 
 

Sunday, May 10 
Mother’s Day/Blanket Sunday 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
No Second Hour: 
 

Monday, May 11 
Trustees Meeting  
 

Wednesday, May 13 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:45 PM 
Study 6:15 PM: Feedback and Future 

Planning 
Choir 7:15 PM 
 

Sunday, May 17—Jazz ‘n Jeans 
Jazz Combo and Coffee 9:30 AM 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
Congregational Meeting-Search Team Vote 
Second Hour: Feedback & Future Planning 
 

Thursday, May 21 
Eldergarten 12:00 Noon  
Game Day—Bring a favorite to play. 
Salad and dessert for $1 
 

Monday, May 18 
Library Team 9:30 AM 
Council Meeting 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, May 20 
Choir 7:15 PM 
 

Sunday, May 24—Memorial Sunday 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
No Second Hour 

 

Tuesday, May 26 
FBC Book Club 11:30 AM 
Prodigal Summer—Barbara Kingsolver  
 

Wednesday, May 27 
Final Wednesday Evening Adult Choir 
Rehearsal for the season at 7:15 PM 
 

Saturday, May 30—Otto Greene Day 
9:00 AM  to Noon with light refreshment 
 

Sunday, May 31 
Worship 10:00 AM—Cheryl Frank, preaching 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
No Second Hour 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
for the all church picnic to be held  

June 7
th

 

http://www.fbcrochester.net/forum.html
http://www.fbcrochester.net/teens.html
http://www.fbcrochester.net/circles.html
http://www.fbcrochester.net/bbstudy.html
http://www.fbcrochester.net/eldergarten.html
http://www.fbcrochester.net/library.html
http://www.fbcrochester.net/bookclub.html

