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When the Christian Church talks about itself, it uses the word ecclesiology. 
It’s a study of the nature of the called-out people of God. The Church indeed 
is a called-out people. But we are not called out to look at ourselves in a 
mirror, to gloat, to compare, to criticize. We are called out to serve. Lee 
McGlone has said, “From the earliest day till now, the Church has been at its 
best when it sees beyond the limits of its four walls and into the homes, 
streets, businesses, and neighborhoods where the need cries out for a word 
of grace,” and I would add, a touch of love. 
 

I often remember photographs of that famous altar in Czechoslovakia 
showing Christ without arms. It’s a constant reminder that we are Christ’s 
arms to serve the world. It reminds us that Christians are not only to pray, 
“Thy will be done,” but we are also to say, “Here I am; what do you want me 
to do?” There is so much need in the world and so many opportunities for 
service. 
 

Randy Hammer believes that what is needed in the Church today is disciples 
who will say: Here I am! I will follow Jesus, and I will learn all I can learn 
about being a Christian disciple! Here I am! I will find some way to minister 
to the world’s need. Here I am! I will teach Sunday School! Here I am! I will 
serve on that church committee or ministry team! Here I am! I will help do 
what needs to be done around the church building and grounds! Here I am! I 
will give myself to Christian service and begin the necessary preparations! 
We’ve all heard the saying, “You have made a believer out of me.” That is 
exactly what Christ longs to do – make believers out of us. And as Leonard 
Sweet says, “There is nothing more exciting in life than to be a disciple of 
Jesus.” 
 

When there is so much need and suffering in the world, how can we do less 
but to offer ourselves, in some small way, in willing and obedient service in 
Christ’s name? 
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Maurice Sendak, author of Where the Wild Things Are, once 
observed, “There must be more to life than having everything,” 
more to life than the endless pursuit of everything. Offering 
ourselves in willing and obedient service in Christ’s name is one 
way of witnessing to that something more, a way of engaging in 
a mission that affirms, yes, there is more to life. 
 

In Romans 12, Paul writes: “The gifts we possess differ as they 
are allotted to us by God’s grace, and must be exercised 
accordingly” (Rom 12:6), which suggests we each must use our 
grace gifts in unique and personal ways. In 1 Corinthians 12, he 
writes: “There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. There 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord. There are many 
forms of work, but all of them, in all (people), are the work of 
the same God. In each of us the Spirit is manifested in one 
particular way, for some useful purpose” (1 Cor 12:4-7). We are 
given different talents to use in different ways, and always for 
some useful purpose. 
 

In an essay called What Is Your Ministry? Bruce Marshall 
mentions a story a church consultant told of working with a huge 
congregation, “something like 10,000 members and growing. He 
described wandering through the building late one night and 
coming upon a group of custodians taking a break. He 
complimented them on the condition of the facilities. One of the 
custodians replied, ‘We are all ministers. When we’re cleaning a 
room at night, we think about what’s going to happen there 
during the day and how we can serve that aim.’ They weren’t 
just doing a job; they were offering service.” 
 

So let me ask you: “What is your ministry? How do you respond 
to that call of something more? Perhaps there’s a mission you 
need to fulfill. Or a message to learn and convey. Or a truth you 
must witness to, or a value you are called to affirm. Perhaps 
there’s a journey you need to undertake. Or a vision you must 
seek and explore. Maybe your ministry involves being present for 
another person: someone for whom you can make a difference.” 
Each of us is gifted for a unique and personal way of serving. “I 
don’t know what your destiny will be,” Albert Schweitzer said, 
“but one thing I know: the only ones among you who will be 
really happy are those who will have sought and found how to 
serve.” 
 

Years ago André Maurois wrote a piece for the Christian Herald 
about a Christian’s expedient use of time. In the article he 
pointed out that we often allow ourselves to be upset by small 
things we should drop and forget. Perhaps some man we helped 
has proved ungrateful, some woman we believe to be a friend 
has badmouthed us, something we thought we deserved has 
been denied us. We let these disappointments distract us at work 
and rob us of precious sleep. But isn’t that absurd? Here we are 
on this earth with only a few more decades to live, allowing 
ourselves to lose irreplaceable hours brooding over grievances 
that in a year’s time will be forgotten by us and by everybody 
involved. Maurois ended the piece with a plea: “No, let us devote 
our life to worthwhile actions and feelings, to great thoughts, real 
affections, and enduring undertakings. For life is too short to be 
little.” 
 

So true! No matter how long we live, life is too short to be little. 
We’re all ministers, using our grace-gifts in unique ways, as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. We are called out to serve, and we are 
our best when we see into the homes, streets, businesses, and 
neighborhoods where the need cries out for grace and love. 
 

Blessings, 
 
Cliff Houston 
Interim Pastor, FBCR 
 
Quoted material from A Cup of Coffee at the Soul Café by Leonard 
Sweet and Bless the Imperfect, edited by Kathleen Montgomery, and 
The Christian Herald 1975.1 

  

 OUR MISSION 
If you did not have an opportunity to give 
to this offering, you may still send your 
donation to the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 18th 
AWAB Sunday.   
  
October 18th is a day in 

which each of us in our congregation 
has the chance to express a financial  
commitment to the national 
Association of Welcoming and 
Affirming Baptists and their mission.  

WORLD MISSION OFFERING 

We will Celebrate Diversity during 
our first Body Building: A Sharing 
Fellowship on October 4th after 
worship.  We will begin the event by 
sharing a potluck lunch where we 
ask you to bring an ethnic dish to 
share, if you are able.  

There will be time for enjoying our 
food and fellowship as well as 
learning some fun-fact about a few 
different cultures or ethnic groups.  
We will have an opportunity to share 
stories or memories, pray, and learn 
together as the Body of Christ.   

Sign up today by calling or emailing 
the church office (585-244-2468 or 
fbcrjanet@aol.com) if you are able to 
attend so we can set a place for you. 

We hope you will give this inter-
generational event a try and help us 
strengthen our understanding of the 
diversity found in God’s family as we 
come together as a church family.   

COMING TOGETHER AS A FAMILY 

 

AWAB SUNDAY 

A New Ministry 
Initiative to 

begin on  
October 4 
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The Brighton Food Depot 
 

Each year, the Brighton Food Depot packs 100 

bags of “kid-friendly” food for children who attend 

school at Rochester City School #4.  These are 

kids from needy families identified by the school.  

Bags are packed with 10 items to help stretch 

their groceries a little further each month.  
 

By the time school ends next spring BFD will have 

packed and given over 9,000 items.  Each can, 

box, or jar is important to help us continue to 

serve our neighbors.  Please give generously. 

 

For October we are collecting:   

Macaroni & Cheese and Canned Fruit 
 

OUR COMMUNITY 
Reaching out to others 

 

Remington-Hubbell Circle News 
 

Our first meeting for the fall season will be on Tuesday, 
October 6th at 11:30 AM in the Church Parlor.  All 
women in the Church are invited to attend.  Please bring 
a sandwich. Dessert and beverage will be provided. 
 

Many thanks to all in the congregation who donated 
socks and art supplies for the children at Cameron 
Community Ministries.  More than 100 pairs of socks 
were delivered! Many art supplies were also 
delivered.  The people in our church are very 
generous, and we thank you all. 
 

We will be selling Georgia Pecans again 
this year.  They will be available after 
November 1st. Place your order on the 
sign-up sheet on the Vitality Table.  The 
pecans are great for holiday baking and 
gift giving.  All proceeds will go toward 
our mission giving. 
 

Thanks again for your generosity toward these 
important mission projects.  

ImageOut Rochester  
LGBT Film and Video Festival  

October 8 – 18, 2015 

ImageOut, The Rochester LGBT Film & Video Festival, 
will present 41 programs between October 8 – October 18, 
2015 at the Little and Dryden Theatres.  For the entire 
schedule with film descriptions, Google ImageOut 2015. 
Two films are worth considering – author opinion.  At the 
Dryden Theatre on Saturday, October 17 at 11:30 AM, 
Reel in the Closet will document with home movies some 
of the early history of the LGBT community. At the Little 
Theatre on Sunday, October 18 at 2:15 PM, Safe Space 
will feature a program of shorts with stories of courage, 
friendships, dreams, secrets, and love stories of young 
people as they struggle with their identities.  I encourage 
you to visit the festival website to find out if you would like 
to see either of these films and some of the additional 39 
programs. By Marge Forth at mforth@rochester.rr.com.  

Thank you to all our friends at First 
Baptist for the cards, flowers and 
visits while Jim was recovering and 
rehabilitating at St. John's (and at 
home) earlier in the summer. 
Those well wishes went a long way 

in providing hope and encouraging wellness. 

 

Thank you to all our friends at First Baptist—Rochester for the con-
gratulatory greetings surrounding our 50th wedding anniversary in 
July.  God is kind! 
 

James and Janice Lahman  

October 7  
Wednesday Study 

Be transformed as we watch one of 
the DVD videos and have a 
discussion on the various 
transforming videos and audio 
sermons from the Biennial Mission 
Summit this summer in Kansas City, 
MO.  This moving and informative 
gathering will help us look at “our 
beloved community” with a new 
perspective. 

PRIDE, a film on the LGBT community, 
will be presented by The Rochester Labor 
Film Series on Friday, October 30, 2015 at 
8:00 PM the Dryden Theatre.  This humorous 
and compassionate film is inspired by a true 
story.  In the summer of 1984, Margaret 
Thatcher was in power and the National Union 
of Mineworkers was on strike, prompting a 
London-based group of gay and lesbian 
activists to raise money to support the strikers’ 
families. Initially rebuffed by the Union, the 
group identified a tiny mining village in Wales 
and went to make their donation in person. As 
the strike dragged on, the two groups 
discovered that standing together made for the 
strongest union of all. Google Labor Film Series 
2015 or ask Marcia and Ken McCarthy or 
Marge Forth who saw the film earlier this year.  
By Marge Forth at mforth@rochester.rr.com. 

http://www.fbcrochester.net/bfd.html
http://www.imageout.org/index.php
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The Search Committee has met once and completed several 

tasks throughout the month of September. We received the 

names and profiles for candidates through the American 

Baptist Personnel Services. We have been studying the 

prospective candidates’ qualifications and pastoral experience. 

Also, we are creating materials to inform interested candidates 

about our church. We continue to be in dialogue with Rev. 

Alan Newton (Executive Minister of Rochester/Genesee Region 

of ABC USA) about our progress. Please look for more detailed 

information from the Search Committee in the near future. If 

you have any comments or questions, please contact a 

member of the Search Committee or email us at 

FBCRSearch@googlegroups.com.  
 

Amy Dickason, Ken Hines, Sarah Oaks, JoAnn Trolley,  

Rose Welch, and Richard Wien 
 

Please remember to faithfully pray for the FBCR Pulpit 

Committee as they search for the next servant-leader for the 

congregation.   - Pastor Cliff 

 

PASTORAL SEARCH 
 

 

Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.— Hebrews 11:1  KJV 
 
What is hope?  In today’s world you 
might hear someone say, “I hope I 
get new shoes for my birthday.”  “I 
hope my team wins.” This type of 

hope is a wish that someone wants to come true, but only a wish.  
Google defines wish as, “to feel or express a strong desire or hope 
for something that is not easily attainable; to want something that 
cannot or probably will not happen.”  You can see the word ‘hope’ in 
the definition though it doesn’t sound very hopeful. It is a watered 
down meaning of hope. Preferable is the hope which is described 
throughout the Bible, the type of hope which God wants each of us 
to have—one that is rooted in faith.  The hope that is a “great 
expectancy.”  That is the kind of hope that was promised by God 
then revealed through His Son.   
 

When we have faith, belief in the evidence of things not seen, we 
have hope. Does that mean that every little thing we wish for will 
just come to us in the way we expect it to? No. What God hopes for 
us may not be exactly what we hope for ourselves. Also, God’s 
timing may not be our timing. When we want something, we often 
want it now.  Now may not be the right time. Our now may be God’s 
next month or next year.   
 

Can we let go of the control we often like to have and truly let God 
be in control? Can we let go of any fear we hold whenever we are 
not in control and replace it with faith? With faith, there is no room 
for fear.  Each of us can have this type of faith.  First Baptist Church 
of Rochester is also at a point in its history where we must have a 
great expectation for our future. We must have faith in God to direct 
and guide us. We must have hope in the evidence of things not seen 
and believe in God’s plan. When we have faith in God to direct our 
future, fear gives way to faith, which brings hope.  Having faith and 
hope then leaves room for the peace and love to be with us. With 
each of these we can be free to share with others the good news and 
go out into our world and serve as Christ’s hand and feet.   

 GOINGS ON 
OCCURRENCES OF INTEREST September Update 

  A Reflection 

LIVING    WORD IN 

THE 

Sunday, October 4 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Body Building: A Sharing Fellowship 
Lunch and Inter-generational Event 
 

Tuesday, October 6 
Remington-Hubbell Circle 11:30 AM 
 

Wednesday, October 7 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM 
Study ~ 6:00 PM 
From Ephesus to Colossae & Intersections 
Adult Choir 7:15 PM 
 

Thursday, October 8 
RPC Dinner Fellowship & Vespers 4:00 PM 
 

Sunday, October 11 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
Forum 11:30 AM - Transforming Sermon 
and Discussion 
Youth 11:30 AM—Lesson and Fellowship 
 

Monday, October 12 
Columbus Day - Office Closed 
Trustees 6:30 PM 
Welcome & Affirm Team 7:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, October 14 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM 
Study ~ 6:00 PM DVD viewing and 
discussion of a “Transforming Sermon” 
from the Biennial Mission Summit. 
Adult Choir 7:15 PM 
 

Thursday, October 15 
Eldergarten— 12:00 Noon-Mr. Lyle Jenks, 
on the restoration of the Farmington 1816 
Quaker Meeting House, whose members 
promoted early equal rights. 
 

Sunday, October 18 
AWAB Sunday 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
Forum 11:30 AM - PFLAG—Parents and 
Friends of LBGTQ children 
Youth Activity at Corn Maze 
 

Monday, October 19 
Council 6:00 PM 
 

Wednesday, October 21 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM 
Study ~ 6:00 PM 
Adult Choir 7:15 PM 
 

Sunday, October 25 
Worship 10:00 AM 
Fellowship 11:00 AM 
Sunday Forum 11:30 AMABC USA Mission 
Summit: Becoming the Beloved Community 
Youth 11:30 AM—Lesson and Fellowship 
 

Monday, October 26 
Library Team 9:30 AM 
 

Tuesday, October 27 
FBC Book Club 11:30 AM 
Unbroken, a biography  
by Laura Hillenbrand 
 

Wednesday, October 28 
Brown Bag Fellowship 5:30 PM 
Study ~ 6:00 PM 
Adult Choir 7:15 PM 

mailto:FBCRSearch@googlegroups.com
http://www.fbcrochester.net/library.html

