Messenger
The

A Monthly Newsletter of First Baptist Church of Rochester

April 2017
Vol. I, No. 8

175 Allens Creek Road . Rochester, NY 14618 . (585) 244-2468

www.fbcrochester.net

Grace
IN THIS ISSUE
Pastor’s Commentary .... 1-2
Holy Week ...................... 2
Palm Sunday ................... 2
Maundy Thursday............. 2
Good Friday Vigil .............. 2
Easter............................. 2
Brighton Food Depot ........ 3
FBC Book Club ................. 3
Eldergarten ..................... 3
Remington-Hubbell .......... 3
Jazz ‘n Jeans ................... 3
Goings On ....................... 4
Celebrating Contributions .. 4
Our Banners .................... 4

Pastor’s Commentary
God’s grace comes to us in many forms, this we know, but God’s
grace also comes to us in varying degrees. Together we await and
contribute to the coming culmination of God’s greatest hopes for the
world. There will be a day when “[God] will wipe every tear from [our]
eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no
more,” (Revelation 21:4; NRSV) and, “the wolf will live with the
lamb.” (Isaiah 11:6). There will be no fuller expression of grace than in
that day. Meanwhile though, grace comes to us also in moments like the
birth of a child, marriage, joining with a trusted and beloved faith family,
and others – occasions we would think momentous.
Grace does not always come in such heavy doses though.
Sometimes it comes simply by visiting a beautiful place. There is a place
where I experience God’s grace every time I am there. A little cabin sits
among the San Juan mountains just outside of South Fork, Colorado.
Many of you have already tolerated stories of the wonders of that place.
The pastoral search committee was even made to endure a Skype
session with me sitting on the back deck there with the beautiful Trout
Mountain in the background. I could sit there and listen to the geese
honk in the distance for a lifetime and never grow weary of it. When I
am there I am more than simply relaxed, I am in a state of grace. I
came close to describing that a couple of years ago when I scribbled:
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We're all so obsessed with owning our own places, well this place owns a piece
of me. I know that because when I leave here I can feel my soul rending in
two. The place keeps its share until I return. And when I arrive, oh when I
arrive! It's a feeling no symphony could equal, no art could duplicate, no work
of human hands could approximate. It's a feeling so rich and pure it could
come only from the one who laid out this wide, wide canvas of aspen and
stone. A feeling so pure, so unadulterated it could be breathed only in this air.
It is a feeling 14,000 feet high. It is the feeling of my soul being made
complete, of my self coming home.
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That little cabin in Colorado isn’t for me the sum total of God’s hopes for the world, but it
approximates it. Being there doesn’t even stack up to the grace I’ve experienced in nurturing
relationships with those I’ve loved most in my life, but I’ve shared that place with several of
them. It isn’t the biggest grace I have known or will yet know, but there is significant grace in
sitting there listening to the geese honk in the distance.
Then there are subtle graces. I recently had a particularly hectic day – you know the kind. I
had 47 items on my “radar screen” and a sneaky suspicion that it should have been 48. It was
that kind of day that will lie to you and tell you that if you forget to cross a single “t” or if you’re a
moment late for a single appointment the world might somehow unravel around you. I was lost in
anticipating my next steps, plotting 3 tasks ahead of the one I was on at the moment when
Shiner (the dog of Bowden Christmas Card fame) rang the bell by the back door. He needed a
moment outside. Hastily, I grabbed his leash and tried to usher him out the door. He wasn’t in the
same hurry I was. I checked a couple of emails on my phone while I stood in the driveway waiting
for him. He took his time, I checked another email. I waited. I hadn’t scheduled this break in the
day, time was slipping away and my feverish anxiety began to rise. Then I heard something. Up
on the breeze, unseen, but not far away there were geese honking in the distance.
It was such a subtle thing, a subtle grace, but because of it that moment was transformed.
There in the midst of my silly anxiety, God broke through in the voice of a goose. I wasn’t looking
at my phone any longer. I listened instead. I tilted my head back and drew in a fresh breath. I
breathed mountain air right there in my driveway. I was suddenly, for a moment in a holy place
I’ve shared with those I love dearly and –for a moment – I knew God’s greatest hopes for the
world. It was only a subtle grace, but it was exactly the grace I needed for then.
I hope you find a few subtle graces in the days ahead.

Pastor Brent
Palm Sunday - Sunday, April 9, 10:00 AM

Stations of the Cross, April 14 Noon to 3:00 PM

At our usual worship time we will enter into the
complex realities presented by a people welcoming
Jesus to Jerusalem with great “Hosannas” only days
before condemning him with cries of “Crucify Him!”
Surely we could never be so fickle, could we?

A pilgrimage in miniature, stations of the cross,
replicates the stops along the Via Dolorosa in
Jerusalem. Icons representing each of the positions
of Jesus along the way to his crucifixion will be set
up in the sanctuary to allow you to walk the way of
the cross praying in each place.

Maundy Thursday Tenebrae April 13, 6:30 PM RSVP

Easter Worship

One of our greatest shortcomings in
Western Christianity is our search for
instant gratification, but there could
be no Easter without betrayals days
before. On Thursday of Holy Week we
will gather celebrating Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday in one evening. We begin with a light meal
with one another, remembering the mandate Jesus
gave his followers to love one another as he has
loved them.

April 16 - 10:00 AM

Christ is risen! We will celebrate the central
moment in Christian memory, the resurrection
of Jesus! We will pull out all the stops (literally)
in proclamation of resurrection then, now, and
always. He is risen indeed!

We will conclude with a Tenebrae service recalling
the abandonment of those same followers and the
crucifixion of Jesus. We will dismiss in silence and
without benediction as this service is not truly
concluded until Sunday morning. Our confession,
“It’s Friday, but Sunday’s coming!”
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OUR COMMUNITY
Reaching out to others

Remington-Hubbell Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 4th
in the church parlor at 11:30 AM. All women in the church
are invited to join us for lunch and meeting. Bring a
sandwich. Dessert and beverage will be provided.

Brighton Food Depot:
April Needs are:
Tuna and Peanut Butter

Donation Collections
Hygiene Items - Shampoo, Conditioners,
Combs, Tooth Paste, Tooth Brushes, Deodorant,
and Soap.
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To All Depot Volunteers:
Join us for meeting and appreciation
luncheon to discuss and share in the goingson at the Brighton Food Depot on Thursday,
April 6th at 11:30 AM.

Clothing - Socks and
Underwear
A basket for donations is
located by the Vitality Table in
the Garden Room.

April 20, 2017
Eldergarten

Save the Date
Jazz ‘n Jeans
April 30th

Eldergarten w ill meet on Thursday,
April 20 at 12:00 PM. We are fortunate to
have Chet Ferry, “the Bread man of
Western N.Y.” speak to us. He is famous
for making many loaves of bread every
day and sharing them with many groups.
He is a wonderful story teller and we will
enjoy his many tales. He will teach us his
bread making secrets and share some
loaves of bread. Soup and dessert are
served. Make a reservation on the Vitality
Table.

APRIL BOOK CLUB

Eldergarten is a group of precocious
seniors eager to learn and be sociable.

The FBC Book Club will meet on
the fourth Tuesday, April 25, in
the church library. The book
chosen for this month is My
Beloved World, an autobiography by Sonia Sotomayor. It
is an inspiring life story by a
first generation Hispanic who
rose from a childhood of poverty
to the position of Supreme
Court justice. Everyone is
invited to our meeting.

Coffee, Cake, and True Islam
Every Saturday at 6:00 PM
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
1609 East Main Street, Rochester, NY 14609

-- Peace be upon you,
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GOINGS ON

Occurrences of Interest

CELEBRATING SPECIAL PEOPLE
WHO SHARE THEIR TIME AND TALENT

Saturday, April 1
Sally Dodgson Memorial Service, 10:00 AM
Sunday, April 2 - Singers’ Sunday
Singers’ Sunday and Choir Rehearsal, 9:15 AM
Worship – Singers’ Sunday, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM, The “Me” next door
Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 11:30 AM
Wednesday, April 5
Missions Meeting, 5:00 PM
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM
Study, 7 Deadly Sins in Cultural Context 6:00 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM
Thursday, April 6
BFD Volunteer Meeting and Luncheon 11:30 AM
Friday, April 7
FBH Service Board – Meet and Greet, 5:00 PM
Saturday, April 8
Katie McCurdy Memorial Service, 11:00 AM
Sunday, April 9 – Palm Sunday
Worship, 10:00 AM
Extended Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Monday, April 10
Welcome and Affirm Meeting, 7:00 PM
Wednesday, April 12
Trustees Meeting, 5:30 PM
No Wednesday Programs this week
Thursday, April 13 - Maundy Thursday
Choir Warm-ups 6:00 PM
Maundy Thursday Agape Meal and Tenebrae
Service, 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM
Adult Choir, 8:15 PM
Friday, April 14—Good Friday
Good Friday Vigil, 12:00 PM – 3:00 PM
Sunday, April 16 - Easter Sunday
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM

Our various proofreaders.
We are blessed with several people in our congregation
who have wonderful skills with our written language.
Among them are Barbara Dinse, Gene Tiesler, and Linda
Neff. Each dedicates time weekly or monthly (or both) to
assist the office with various proofing tasks. Barbara and
Linda look at the bulletin, along with staff and the planning
team. Each month Linda and Gene scan the newsletter
with the same detail. It is everyone’s hope to have
accurate information with correct use of the English
language and punctuation going out to the congregation
and in worship. The office often calls on these individuals
to proofread letters and articles as well.
Periodic or special proofreaders occasionally will help us
with projects such as our recent Lenten Devotions that
were reviewed by the very capable Barbara Willard. Marge
Forth has recently agreed to assist us with occasionally
pursuing the website for big picture errors or gaps as well
as detail corrections as needed. We can not go without
also acknowledging that over the years, Sally Dodgson was
always willing and able to assist as a substitute and special
document proofreader as she was frequently at church
when the review of a document or publication was needed.
The staff and the church thanks these dedicated
individuals for giving their time and talent to helping First
Baptist Rochester produce accurate materials.

Easter Monday - Office Closed
Wednesday, April 19
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM
Study – with Anna Bowden, 6:00 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM
Thursday, April 20
Eldergarten, 12:00 PM
Sunday, April 23
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM, Dementia Caregivers’ Care
Monday, April 24
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM
Tuesday, April 25
Book Club, 11:30 AM
Jubilee Planning Meeting, 6:00 PM
Wednesday, April 26
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:30 PM
Study – with Anna Bowden, 6:00 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM
Sunday, April 30 - JAZZ ‘N JEANS
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM (TBD Music theme expected)
Save the Date - Youth Service - May 14

This column in the Messenger is designed to offer an
opportunity for us to celebrate FBCR Members and Friends
who contribute to the mission and ministry of our Church.
Please suggest names of people who you feel should be
celebrated, supplying a brief synopsis of their contribution.

OUR BANNERS
OUR JUBILEE CELEBRATION BANNERS - 200 YEARS
Thanks to the creative idea and designs of Rose Welch and
the many ladies of Remington-Hubbell Circle, and you, we
will have new banners that will represent us as part of our
200th Celebration. Please donate old clothing or materials
from home. Items which can be used to create “something
new out of something old, one-of-a-kind banners.” There
will be a collection box for your (clean) items in the Garden
Room. We are seeking those things that you have used,
touched, or outgrown with many patterns, colors, and textures (except stretchy or woven). Please contribute and be
a part of our history and our celebration.
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