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 IN THIS   ISSUE Pastor’s   Commentary 
     I am continually amazed at the power of RE-, aren’t you? 

     You have no idea what I mean do you? 

 Ok, let’s try this. When I was a teenager, I was a bit of a shade-tree 
mechanic. I did what I could to keep my family’s vehicles running at 
minimal expense. I replaced a power steering line in my mother’s Ford 
Taurus one time. I set a day aside to work on it. The fix was simple 
enough in concept; simply unbolt the line at both ends and re-bolt the 
new one. The real problem was that the line had to snake down, 
through, around, up, beside, and along virtually every part in the engine 
compartment and it was made of rigid metal. I had to unbolt a dozen 
other components and move them out of the way just to get the line in 
place. It took me all day and into the evening. Once all the parts were 
back in place and the line was bolted at one end, I only needed to rebolt 
the other end, I couldn’t do it. The threads on the bolt were not lining 
up. I’d mated at least 100 other bolts that day with no problem. It’s a 
simple task, but now I had tried fifty times to no avail. I was worried I 
had the wrong part and would have to undo all the work I had done and 
replace it again. I was frustrated with myself for not being able to do a 
simple task. I decided to try one more time. I felt the first thread take 
seat and start to turn. It was going! Then with the second turn the line 
flexed, popped free, and nearly hit me in the face. I jumped out from 
under the hood and in exasperation, yelled something indecipherable at 
the top of my lungs and threw the wrench at the ground.  The wrench 
landed awkwardly and bounced hurdling end-over-end down the 
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driveway, across the alleyway where it slammed into our neighbor’s fence with a loud thud. I was 
positively red with frustration when a voice came from behind me saying, “Why don’t you take a 
break.” It was my mother and she suggested I take the evening off, rest up, and finish the job in 
the morning. I thought it was a terrible idea, but I couldn’t bring myself to get back under the 
hood for the moment, so I took her advice. The next morning I woke, not so angry, calm, and 
REfreshed. The bolt threaded home on the first try. I was finished in five minutes. 

 I can’t tell you what precisely made the difference that day, but I do know that it seems to be a 
part of the fabric of the universe where things need RE; not just REfreshing, but also REjuvenat-
ing. Today is my first day back in the office after a week of vacation. There’s a lot going on at FBC 
and to tell you the truth, I hated to be away right now. I’m glad I took some time though. I can 
see some of the plans and issues we’re working on in a whole new light after a few days working 
in the yard and being away. Speaking of the yard, it’s looking REnewed. Anna and I spent the 
week tearing out the old landscaping in our front yard and REplacing it with new edging, flowers, 
and mulch. REplacing some plants gave our home a REnewed look and I feel REjuvenated for 
having done so. You see? RE is everywhere. RE-juvenation, RE-purposing, RE-cycling, RE-booting, 
RE-freshing, RE-kindling, RE-demption, RE-conciliation, and a thousand other RE-‘s. 

 It’s everywhere because that’s the way God designed the world. Those ancient theologians who 
brought us the book of Genesis in the Bible REflected upon God’s creative work and told us that 
every seventh day was set aside as Sabbath – a time of stepping away from the rigors of work to 
REflect, REst, REnew. Later, the idea of taking a sabbatical year arose. Every seventh year the 
agriculture at the center of life was to simply stop. They would save up their stores in the six years 
prior to ensure they would not have to sow or reap during the sabbatical year. They would REst 
and the fields would lie fallow, as it turns out it is good agrarian practice. On the eighth year, the 
fields produced more because their nutrients were REplenished. You see, it isn’t just people that 
need RE, even the earth needs it. In fact, there is a description in Leviticus 25 of a kind of super-
sabbath year. Every seventh sabbatical year (7x7 = every 49 years) on the day of atonement, the 
day the people were to be REdeemed from their sins, a shofar blast would signal the beginning of 
the festivities for the year, which included: 

Fields lying fallow (REplenish) 

Land ownership REverted to its original owners 

Prisoners were REleased 

Endentured servants REturned to their families 

The people REcommitted themselves to God’s statutes 

The people REmembered God’s faithfulness in bringing them out of Egypt 

 It  was a complete REboot of society that happened about every fifty years. Individuals were 
subjected to the power of RE, the people collectively were subjected to the power of RE, the land and 
all creation was subjected to the power of RE, even the economy and the criminal justice systems 
were subjected to the power of RE, all of life and existence were subjected to the power of RE. Are 
you tired of reading the non-word “RE”? I’m tired of typing it. So let me give you a new word. 

 That year in which all of the cosmos tangible and intangible was REdeemed was referred to 
with the Hebrew word, “juble”. That word is an ancestor of our English word, “jubilee”. In the 25th 
chapter of Leviticus we read about God proclaiming a year of Jubilee! 

 Here at First Baptist Church of Rochester, we too are proclaiming a year of Jubilee! 

On September 24th we will begin our program year on a Sunday which will henceforth be known 
as Jubilee Sunday and for the year following we will be celebrating our 200th Anniversary: A Year 
of Jubilee. We will celebrate, yes, but we will celebrate with purpose. We will spend our 
bicentennial year imagining together what it would be like if Jubilee truly came to us as individuals 
or to our church or to our city or to our world. Each of our celebratory events and initiatives will fit 
at least one of six implications of Jubilee identified by the Bicentennial Planning Team: 

Forgiveness      Liberty and Justice 

Stewardship     Mercy 

Redemption     Celebration 

We will explore the ways in which these Jubilee concepts have been a part of the first 200 
years of FBC life and we will lean into how they will show up not only throughout our year of 
celebration but also in the next 200 years! Watch for more specific information about the coming 
celebration through our usual channels of communication and by checking in, regularly, at our new 
web page www.fbcrochester.net/jubilee as it is developed and updated. A celebration is coming to 
First Baptist Church of Rochester. September 24th Jubilee begins! 

Pastor Brent 
2 

http://www.fbcrochester.net/jubilee


 

3 

OUR COMMUNITY 

Brighton Food Depot:  
 

June and July needs are: 
 

Peanut Butter and Spaghetti Sauce 
 

We often have various options which pull us 
away from church attendance at times during 
the summer months.  This means that our 
collections for the Brighton Food Depot 
decreases during these months.  It is even 
more critical that our stock is ready for the 
new school year in the fall.  To do that, we ask 
you to continue your generous donations to 
meet the Depot’s needs.  We would appreciate 
it if each time you come to church you might 
remember to bring one or more items to help 
us meet our needs and goals come the fall. 
 
Thank you for your on-going generous 
contributions!  Each food item you bring is 
graciously accepted and appreciated! 

Our Missions/Outreach support many 
organizations and ministries.  Here is a 
typical response that we receive. We 
just thought you ought to know. 
 

Dear Pastor Brent, 

            On behalf of the kids of Quad A 
for Kids, I  thank you for your recent 
generous gift.  Your church is so 
supportive in so many ways – bags of 
food for needy families, use of the 
church facilities for meetings, and 
financial support for programs.  You 
make today better and tomorrow 
possible for so many.  Thank you!  

Kathy Fromel, Board Member 

 

Shared by our Missions/Outreach Team 

  Our Support Of Music and Arts  
at East High School 

 

On Thursday, May 25, ten friends and family of 
First Baptist - Rochester, attended the  Spring 
Choral and Instrumental Concert and Arts 
Celebration at East High School.   
 

Prior to the event, several participants were able 
to gather with others from Connected 
Communities to have a light meal.  The evening 
was spectacular and everyone  enjoyed supporting 
the hard work of the students. 

 
JUNE BOOK CLUB 

The FBC Book Club will meet 
on Tuesday, June 27 at 11:30 
in the church library. The book 
for discussion will be Small 
Great Things by Jodi Picoult. 
The novel concerns a newborn 
and the interaction between 
the white supremacist father 
and an African American 
nurse. Everyone is welcome. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our spring luncheon will be held at Phillips European 
Restaurant on Tuesday, June 6th at 11:45 AM. This is 
our last meeting before summer vacation. 
 

We continue to collect hygiene items and socks for the 
clients at Cameron Community Ministries.  A basket for 
your donations is located in the Garden Room under 
the Vitality Table. 

 

 

 

Remington-Hubbell Circle is a  

mission-based women’s circle. 

Reaching out to Others 
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 GOINGS ON 
Occurrences of Interest 

Sunday, June 4, 2017  
Pentecost Sunday 
Communion 
Sunday Worship, 10:00 AM 
Church Picnic, 11:10 AM 

 
Tuesday, June 6, 2017 
Remington-Hubbell Lunch, 11:45 AM 
Staff Meeting, 12:30 PM 
Annual Faith In Action Celebration 
Dinner at Pittsford’s Burgundy Basin 
Inn, 5:30 PM 
 
Wednesday, June 7, 2017 
Missions Meeting, 5:00 PM  
 
Thursday, June 8, 2017 
Banner Sewing Event, 9:30 AM  
 
Sunday, June 11, 2017  
Graduate Sunday 
Sunday Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship Time, 11:00 AM  
 
Monday, June 12, 2017 
Welcome & Affirm Meeting,  7:00 PM  
 
Wednesday, June 14, 2017 
Trustees Meeting, 5:30 PM 
 
Sunday, June 18, 2017 
Fathers’ Day 
Sunday Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship Time, 11:00 AM 
 
Monday, June 19, 2017 
Library Meeting, 9:30 AM 
No Council Meeting this month 
 
Sunday, June 25, 2017 
Sunday Worship, 10:00 AM 
Fellowship Time, 11:00 AM 
 
Monday, June 26, 2017 
Jubilee Planning Team Mtg., 6:00 PM 
 
Tuesday, June 27, 2017 
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM 

JUNE SPECIAL OFFERING   
ABC-USA SPECIAL OFFERING 

PLANNING MEETING AND MEAL 

One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering that makes the 
love of Christ real for individuals and communities 
around the world who suffer the effects of disaster, 
conflict, or severe economic hardship, and for those who 
serve them through gifts of money and time. Today, 
projects are underway in more than 100 countries, 
including the United States and Canada. Receipts 
average $20 million annually.   

Envelopes will be in the pews all month.  Checks should 
have “One Great Hour” in memo line. 

MID-SUMMER EVENT 

From the fall of 2017 to the fall of 2018, we will celebrate 

our Bicentennial Year.  In effort to maximize the various 

events which will fill our calendar, we are having a mid-

summer fellowship event where as many of us who can 

gather together will all work on adding items to our 

year’s planning calendar.  All ministry teams, missional 

communities, or small group leaders, members, friends, 

and anyone wishing to be part this event are asked to 

save the date of Wednesday, July 12 at 6:00 PM for a 

meal and planning time together.  More details to follow. 

https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/57681706/event/264400273/2017-06-26?igd=95921746%2C95921744%2C98188276%2C98178474%2C95921745%2C95921743

