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Pastor’s Commentary
First Baptist partners with a number of global, national, and local organizations in varying
ways. I am aware that amid demands of congregational life (to say nothing of our individual lives)
some of these organizations become less well known to various segments of the congregation. Gene
Tiesler and the Missions Committee have done (and are continuing to do) a wonderful job in bringing
some of our partnering organizations in to tell us about their work, how our contributions help, and
where we might be able to plug in more materially. I thank Gene and the committee for their hard
work in so doing and congratulate them on a series of wonderful presentations during forum.
I’d like to take a moment to tell you about one of the organizations that won’t be with us in
forum due to their national scope. When the Southern Baptist Convention underwent a swift and
forced shift in theological identity during the 80’s, many individuals and congregations were left
without denominational partners, without a theological home. The feeling of being cast out and
having no place to belong led many of those congregations to find solace and partnership in one
another. A new organization was founded in 1987 to facilitate shared fellowship, broadened witness,
and shared mission. That organization was and is called The Alliance of Baptists.
In the years I’ve know of the Alliance of Baptists I have learned that the best way to get to
know them is to be with them. Since most of those reading here will not have had such an
opportunity, and since I have just returned from such, I thought I would simply let you know what
my trip to Dayton, Ohio to gather with the Alliance was like.
On Thursday afternoon I arrived at the host site, Harmony Creek Baptist Church, for an
introductory session and worship, concluding the evening in their courtyard with the “Baptist Beer
Garden”. There with live music and cold beverages for all ages I was able to catch up with friends
from long ago and far away (but also with some from right here in Rochester, such as CRCDS
Director of New Models, Rachel McGuire). I went to bed Thursday with a full heart and anticipating a
full few days thereafter.
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On Friday, I got an update on recent health concerns from my friend Eric Cain, who is the
Program Director at the Furman University Center for Vocational Reflection. I was glad to learn he
is doing well and his work at Furman is full of exciting opportunities. He told me about a
pilgrimage of Furman students he recently led to Northern Ireland and Scotland. It was an
inspiring story and it caused me to reflect on the nature of pilgrimage and some things I’ve been
considering as potential learning and worship opportunities here at FBC.
Our conversation carried us straight into morning Bible Study where Ched Myers, an
activist/theologian/scholar, contextualized the idea of apocalypse (not the sci-fi end-of-the-world
kind, but the biblical kind) in today’s concerns around climate change. When we make note of
recent patterns, suddenly the notion of the earth itself fighting against the empire doesn’t seem
such a far off concept. When we broke from that deeply engaging moment, I heard my name
called out behind me. When I turned, my eyes welled with tears. It was Krista Gregory, a woman
who served as one of my Clinical Faculty Advisors during my chaplain residency. Krista was the
one who taught me to recognize and embrace my own grief over the loss of people I had only
known for moments. On a morning I concluded my 24 hour on-call shift, having been with seven
families when they lost loved ones in a single night, it was Krista who helped me cry. I’ll never
forget that and I was so surprised and grateful to see her there. She’s still a chaplain, but now
works mostly with staff helping them become more resilient in an increasingly fraught healthcare
industry. She needs support and help in that work, but knowing that it is happening made me
more hopeful for the future of healthcare.
While I was talking to Krista, Katie Chapman of the Association of Welcoming and Affirming
Baptists took her place at their display table nearby. One conversation faded to another and Katie
and I shared a few laughs before having an impromptu strategy session on how to get the
message of inclusion more into the hearts and minds of people involved with the American Baptist
Church. She asked if we needed anything for the upcoming Pride Parade here in Rochester and I
told her I would ask the W&A committee. I had an idea while we were talking about how churches
working together might be able to expand parade capabilities. While we were talking about that,
Rick Mixon, one of the founders of AWAB, came up and filled our conversation with a bit of
historical background I wasn’t aware of. I also got to meet Richard, a member of another AWAB
church in New Jersey that just joined our region of the ABC. He’s retiring the day he arrives home
from the Gathering and will have extra time. He wants to visit us in Rochester sometime.
I’m realizing now what an undertaking it is to tell you about my trip to the Alliance. I need
to fast forward. We’re not even to lunch on Friday yet!!! Here are some other experiences I had…
Had lunch with former congregants from churches I’ve served in the past.
Attended a workshop on the intersection of eco justice and racial and gender justice.
Expressed an idea I’ve been thinking on and was challenged to make the idea a reality
(stay tuned).
Attended evening worship featuring a great preacher and the Royal Drummers of Burundi.
Wow. Wow! Wow!!!
Had dinner with a dear friend and mentor who listened to my joys and concerns and gave me
advice on a thing or two.
After hours spent with a group that included a clergy person who has been through a
challenging time in her church.
Two more inspiring Bible Studies that spurred on a piece I’d like to write one of these days on
“the nature of God and the God of nature”.
Countless more conversations full of reminiscence, support, and joy.
I chatted with a friend about the possibility of pulling together an online lectionary study and
resource sharing group. A great idea!!!
Attended a business meeting during which the Alliance elected its first black president (hard to
believe, but important and timely) and affirmed consensus on several position statements
that will govern the work of the Alliance Staff and inform partner congregations on
important issues.
Ok, I’ve simply run out of space. The Annual Gathering of the Alliance of Baptists is a perfect way
to get to know the Alliance, because it puts one in proximity with the people of the Alliance – and
that’s what the Alliance is – people – wonderful, bright, caring, prophetic, fun, loving, inspirational
people. Being a part of the Alliance is not only good for your pastor, it is good for FBC. These
remarkable people gather again next year in Washington, DC from April 26-28. I plan to be there.
Maybe you’d like to join me?

PASTOR’S COMMENTARY

Brent,
Rev. Brent Bowden, Pastor
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OUR COMMUNITY

Hathaway Scholarship

Reaching out to Others

Through your support! We
couldn’t do this without you!
April items needed are
Peanut Butter, and 1# boxes
of spaghetti
(only spaghetti is needed no other pasta please)

The Hathaway Scholarship was created in 2013 by the family of and
in memory of Rev. Robert and Dorothy Hathaway, long time
members of First Baptist. It is their wish to support High School and
Undergraduate students who wish to pursue further education. The
Hathaway Scholarship. There is one high school and one college
graduate scholarship per year for $250. If you are an active
member of the church and would like to apply, please contact the
church office or Peter Boulay at fbcmemorialgifts@gmail.com for
scholarship guidelines and application process. Applications should
be made by May 15th.

Eldergarten

REMINGTON-HUBBELL CIRCLE
Blanket Sunday

On Mother's Day, Sunday, May 13th. The Remington
Hubbell Circle will be sponsoring Blanket Sunday for
Church World Service.
Blankets+ is a special mission opportunity to assist people in
need around the world. Your contributions provide the means
to transform lives and communities when they are faced with
an emergency.
Church World Service has worked in partnership with local
communities to identify their needs and access the resources
they need to build the foundations for a more viable
future. The resources include: Blankets, tents, food, tools,
seeds, clean water etc. CWS Blankets+ ...... it's about
blankets and so much more!
Envelopes for your contributions will be available in the pews
on Mother's Day. Thanks for your continued support to
Remington Hubbell Circle's mission outreach.

Thursday, May 17th
12 Noon
We are happy to have Dr. Donald
Schwab as our guest speaker this
month. He will enlighten us on
“New Perspectives of the
Reformation and Catholicism.”
Bring a sandwich. Salad and
dessert will be provided for a
small donation.
Sign up on the Vitality Table if you
can join us for conversation and
fellowship.
Eldergarten is a small group of
seniors meeting monthly. All are
welcome.

Baptist Peace Camp
Keuka College
Decentering Power & Privilege: Becoming a Peculiar People
July 2 - 7, 2018
Register now for this informative Summer Conference. This week-long conference is just around
the corner from us. You can register for a day, a couple of days, or a full week. We have one
voucher for a first time attendee to receive free conference registration. Meals and lodging are
extra (or you can make it a day trip.)
Please sign up on the Vitality Table if you would like to attend. We will see if there is available
church funding for part of the conference once we know the interested attendees.
Through the theme, we will challenge the status quo and traditional/systemic holders and wielders
of power. As witnessed through history, speaking truth to power and creating change is not
easy. We will look at how to be peculiar people for the work to be done.
Daily Themes are: July 2 - Unity vs uniformity; July 3 - No limits, no boundaries, no one left out;
July 4 - Decolonizing the Americas; July 5 - I’m coming out; July 6 - Let’s go back to the water;
July 7 - What you gonna do when you get out of jail?
Sign up on the Vitality Table today or contact Gene Tiesler if you are interested in attending or if
you might qualify for the first time attendee voucher.
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GOINGS ON

Community Concert Series

Occurrences of Interest

EASTMAN ORGAN STUDENTS

Tuesday, May 1
Remington Hubbell Circle, 11:30 AM
Wednesday, May 2
Brown Bag Fellowship, 5:15 PM
What If? Missional Church #5, 6:00 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM

May 4

Thursday, May 3
National Day of Prayer
Sunday, May 6
Mansfield's - Haiti Mission Work
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM
Wednesday, May 9
Mission/Outreach Meeting 4:30 PM
Jubilee Planning Team 4:30 PM
Choir Dinner, 6:00 PM
Adult Choir, 7:15 PM
Sunday, May 13 Mother's Day/Blanket Sunday
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM
Monday, May 14
Trustees Meeting, 6:00 PM
Welcome & Affirm Meeting, 7:00 PM
Saturday, May 19
Otto Greene - In/Out Day to prep for 200th 9:00 AM
Sunday, May 20
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM - E.D.E.N. Garden
Monday, May 21
Council Meeting, 6:00 PM
Tuesday, May 22
FBC Book Club, 11:30 AM
Sunday, May 27 Trinity Sunday
Worship, 10:00 AM
Fellowship, 11:00 AM
Forum, 11:30 AM
Monday, May 28
Memorial Day - Office Closed

SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 9th
4 to 8 PM

Eastman Organ Department
Featured performers from the Eastman School of Music
Organ Department will present a variety of exciting
repertoire in celebration of First Baptist’s Austin
sanctuary pipe organ. The organ was built in 1955 and
features 1633 pipes, 27 ranks, 3 manuals, and 4
divisions. With the combination of young,
talented organists and a great instrument - this is a
program not to be missed!

FBCR BOOK CLUB
THE ROSIE PROJECT

The FBC Book Club will meet on
Tuesday, May 22, at 11:30 AM in
the church library. The book for
discussion will be The Rosie
Project, a novel by Graeme
Simsion. Everyone is invited to
bring a sandwich and join us.

FAITH IN ACTION
FBC NOMINEE GENE TIESLER
The Church Council is proud to
announce their nominee for the
GRCC Faith In Action award in
2018, Gene Tiesler. Gene is a
well deserving recipient of this
award as he has faithfully given
to the church and to the
community generous amounts
of his time and his talent for years.
The Faith In Action Banquet will be held at the
Burgundy Basin Inn on June 5th with cash bar
at 5:30 PM and the Banquet at 6:00 PM. Please
sign up at the Vitality Table to reserve your seat
at the church table as we honor Gene’s service.
More details of why Gene was chosen will be in
4 next month’s issue.

